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In this 144-page book, Robert Schwandl, a Berlin-based author, introduces you  to the four rapid transit networks in Northern Europe. The book is illustrated with more than 300 colour photographs and emphasises the history of the network and the special features of all lines and stations. The text includes also a short description of all rolling stock currently in service. At the end of the book there is a detailed map for each city making explanations in the text (in German and English) more intelligible for those not so familiar with these cities.  
The Stockholm Tunnelbana is without doubt among the most fascinating metros, being promoted as 'the world's longest art gallery'. For this reason a larger part of the book was dedicated to this city. The Oslo T-bane, which like the Stockholm metro was developed out of a former suburban rail network, is architecturally less spectacular, but offers fabulous views from its trains climbing up the hills around the city. The Helsinki Metro is a full modern metro designed from scratch in the 1970's. Last but not least, the Danish capital boasts one of Europe's youngest metros, fully automatic and small profile. Apart from the metro the author dedicates an entire chapter to the S-tog, which like the Berlin or Hamburg S-Bahn forms a totally segregated urban and suburban rail network. Sample pages from the book can be seen on the Internet at

www.tunnelbana.de
The author Robert Schwandl also maintains the website UrbanRail.Net (www.urbanrail.net), a gateway for all metros around the world. He began working on metro books in 2001, when the London publisher Capital Transport produced his first book 'Metros in Spain'. After moving to Berlin that same year he started writing his 'Berlin U-Bahn Album' (2002, ISBN 3-936573-01-8), followed one year later by the corresponding 'Berlin S-Bahn Album' (ISBN 3-936573-02-6). Both books were released under his own label 'metroPlanet', but due to an alleged claim on the trademark 'metro' by German retail giant Metro Group AG he was forced to give up that name and now operates as 'Robert Schwandl Verlag'. For the mid-term future more books are planned about rapid transit both in Germany and Europe in collaboration with other authors and photographers.

